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Introduction  

Today is the beginning of the Triduum, the Great Three Days leading up to 

Easter morning. From now on, our worship forms a continuum.  

The Thursday of Holy Week derives the name Maundy from the Latin 

‘mandatum’, meaning commandment. In St. John’s account of the Last 

Supper, Jesus gave his disciples a new commandment, “that you love one 

another as I have loved you  

This is a Festal Eucharist, a celebration of the Institution of Holy 

Communion. The saying of the ‘Gloria in Excelsis’, which has been 

omitted during Lent, returns on this day and white vestments are worn. In 

obedience to his command to “do this in remembrance of me” we shall 

recall Jesus’ act of self-giving love in dying to redeem us. 

At the end of the Last Supper, Jesus and his disciples went to Gethsemane, 

singing a hymn as they went. So also the mood of the end of this service 

changes from light to darkness, from celebration to the agony of prayer, 

betrayal, arrest, and trial.  

Finally, in the Watch of Prayer, we watch and pray with Christ, who is 

present among us in the Sacrament of Holy Communion which is kept 

before us in the midst of a ‘garden’. As we do so, we remember his 

challenge to stay awake for just one hour in prayer, and we contemplate the 

great privilege that we have in being children of the God who endured so 

much for our sake.  



As we journey through the service together please say the words in the 

bold type. 

Gloria in Excelsis    

Glory to God in the highest, and peace to his people on earth. Lord 

God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, we worship you, we 

give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Lord Jesus Christ, 

only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the 

sin of the world: have mercy on us; you are seated at the right hand 

of the Father: receive our prayer. For you alone are the Holy 

One, you alone are the Lord, you alone are the Most High, Jesus 

Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.  

 

The Prayers of Intercession  

In the power of the Spirit let us pray to the Father through Christ the 

saviour of the world.  

Father, on this, the night he was betrayed, your Son Jesus Christ washed 

his disciples’ feet. We commit ourselves to follow his example of love and 

service. Lord, hear us  

and humble us.  

On this night, he prayed for his disciples to be one. We pray for the unity 



of your Church. Lord, hear us  

and unite us.  

On this night, he prayed for those who were to believe through his 

disciples’ message. We pray for the mission of your Church. Lord, hear us  

and renew our zeal.  

On this night, he commanded his disciples to love, but suffered rejection 

himself. We pray for the rejected and unloved. Lord, hear us  

and fill us with your love.  

On this night, he reminded his disciples that if the world hated them it 

hated him first. We pray for those who are persecuted for their faith. Lord, 

hear us  

and give us your peace.  

On this night, he accepted the cup of death and looked forward to the 

new wine of the kingdom. We remember those who have died in the peace 

of Christ. Lord, hear us  

and welcome all your children into paradise.  

Hasten, Lord, the day when people will come from east and west, from 

north and south, and sit at table in your kingdom; and we shall see your 

Son in his glory. Amen.  



At the end of the Service The Watch takes place.   

The Watch of Prayer 

The Watch will last for 15 minutes in silence as we look towards the 

Sacrament of Holy Communion kept in ‘the garden.’   

At the end of The Watch we will have Compline. 

Compline 

Compline starts with the Confession and we say together: 

We confess to almighty God, before the whole company of heaven 

and one another, that we have sinned through our own fault, in 

thought and word and deed, and in what we have failed to do. 

Wherefore, we pray almighty God to forgive us our sins and to keep 

us in eternal life. Amen.  

The following psalms are said by the priest 4, 91 and 134.  At the end of 

each psalm we say: 

Glory to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as it was in 

the beginning is now and shall be for ever. Amen.  

Christ became: obedient for us unto death, even death on a cross.  

Compline closes with a prayer - our service has come to an end. 

The Live Stream will be stopped. 

 


