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My Dear Friends, 
 

What does the word ‘serve’ mean to you? One definition is to perform duties 
or services for another person or an organisation. 
 

This year we celebrate The Platinum Jubilee of Her Majesty The Queen, 70 
years of service to her people. In those years there has been many changes 
throughout the world, The Commonwealth and indeed within our own nations. 
Her Majesty has been consistently there through the good times and the bad 
times for her people being a steadying influence for many. Indeed most of us 
have not known another monarch. Below is the oath given by Princess                           
Elizabeth, an oath taken very seriously that she gave before God and her                    
people at her coronation on the 2nd June 1953, said by Her Majesty and the 
Archbishop. 
 
Archbishop. Madam, is your Majesty willing to take the Oath?  
 

The Queen.  I am willing.   
                                  

Archbishop.  Will you solemnly promise and swear to govern the Peoples 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Canada,  
Australia, New Zealand, the Union of South Africa, Pakistan, and Ceylon, 
and of your Possessions and the other Territories to any of them                             
belonging or pertaining, according to their respective laws and customs?                 
(correct at the time of the coronation)     
 

The Queen.  I solemnly promise so to do.                                 
 

Archbishop.  Will you to your power cause Law and Justice, in Mercy, to be 
executed in all your judgements?                                
 

The Queen.  I will.    
                                         

Archbishop.  Will you to the utmost of your power maintain the Laws of 
God and the true profession of the Gospel? Will you to the utmost of   
your power maintain in the United Kingdom the Protestant Reformed               
Religion established by law? Will you maintain and preserve inviolably the 
settlement of the Church of England, and the doctrine, worship, discipline, 
and government thereof, as by law established in England? And will you 
preserve unto the Bishops and Clergy of England, and to the Churches 
there committed to their charge, all such rights and privileges, as by law 
do or shall appertain to them or any of them?      
 

The Queen.  All this I promise to do.    
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Then the Queen rose out of her Chair, went to the Altar, and made her 
Solemn Oath in the sight of all the people to observe the premisses: laying 
her right hand upon the Holy Gospel in the great Bible and saying these 
words:                                                                                                                     
                

The things which I have here before promised,                                                                  
I will perform and keep.  

So help me God.  
 
Then the Queen kissed the Bible and signed the Oath.                     
    
              
 
 
 
 
 
 
           
In this month of June there are a number of celebrations in our benefice to 
give thanks for Her Majesty’s service. Please check our partners’ websites 
so you do not miss out.                                             
                  
 
I would like to personally invite you to our Platinum Jubilee Church                     
Services as we give thanks to God for Her Majesty’s reign and also for                                  
being a faithful Supreme Governor of The Church of England (the head of 
The Church of England).  
 
The services are on the 5th June, St Peter’s at 9.30 and St James’ at 11.00.  
 
Please be part of this historic Platinum Jubilee as we celebrate 70 years of 
service. 
 
Your friend and priest   
                                                                                       
Kevin 

 

 

Sing-A-Long for the Memories 
 

Once a month we meet to sing hit songs from yesteryear, 
evoking memories from the 1950’s – 1980’s. 

 

We sing-a-long to artists and groups and their hits,                          
afterwards we have a little quiz guessing who they are                      
and what year it was a hit. We then have a chat about                         

what was happening in that year. 
 

This is a open to everyone, who likes to sing-along.                                
All you need is your good self and a voice and hopefully                          

a chuckle bone or two! 
 

What are you waiting for?  
Come-along for a cuppa and meet new friends.  

It’s totally FREE and lasts for approx. 1 hour. 
 

We meet at St James’ Church   
First Thursday of every month at 1pm 

 

We look forward to seeing you! 
 

We particular welcome those who are living with dementia 

and those who have speech impediments. 



 

 

 

. 

Platinum Jubilee Celebration 

For seventy years our Queen has reigned 
And we thank our God in celebration 

For this her Platinum Jubilee 
And her life devoted to serve this nation. 

Elizabeth Tudor, Victoria too, 
Great Queens that ruled this island race 

But as the one with the longest reign 
It’s Elizabeth II that takes this place. 

Loved and revered throughout the world, 
Fulfilling her duties with visits of state, 

Wherever she travels her dignified presence 
Has served to make Great Britain – great!                        

By Megan Carter 

 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Queen Elizabeth II – photo: Jacob King/PA Wire/PA Images.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
 
This month we celebrate the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee. She is the longest 
reigning monarch in British history. Up until recently she attended church 
every week and still did a full week’s work at the age of 96! 
 
It is her commitment to serving God and the nation which stands out in 
her life. Even before she became Queen, she made a promise, which                 
she has kept for over 75 years: ‘I declare before you all that my whole life, 
whether it be long or short, shall be devoted to your service’  

(21st birthday broadcast, 21 April 1947). 
 
What is the secret of the Queen’s consistency of character and service? 
In 2002 she said this: “I know just how much I rely on my faith to guide 
me through the good times and the bad. Each day is a new beginning.                  
I know that the only way to live my life is to try to do what is right, to take 
the long view, to give of my best in all that the day brings, and to put my 
trust in God.” These are wise words from somebody who draws her 
strength from the Christian Faith and can inspire all of us who want to 
make our lives count! 
 
The Queen has been an example of joyful, wise, and generous service on 
behalf of others all her life. Six months before her coronation she asked 
the nation and Commonwealth to “pray that God may give me wisdom 
and strength to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that 
I may faithfully serve Him and you, all the days of my life.” Paul urges us 
to pray for all in authority, “that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness.” (1 Timothy 2:2). 
 

Canon Paul Hardingham  



 

 

HOLY DAYS 
5th June 

Pentacost - Not a ghost but a gift 
 
We used to call it Whitsun – ‘White Sunday’ because long ago children marched 
to church in white on that day. No processions nowadays, and we’ve even 
changed its name. It’s now ‘Pentecost’, which is more accurate but needs                    
explaining.   
 
Pentecost marks a vital event in Christian history. It is celebrated 50 days after 
Easter. The year Jesus was crucified (which took place at the Passover), the 
remnant of His followers, just 120 of them, were together in an upper room in 
Jerusalem. They were afraid to show their faces in case the authorities arrested 
them. But on the day of Passover they had an amazing collective experience.  
 
They described it in terms of wind and fire, a great surge of spiritual energy and 
confidence. Afraid no longer, they burst out on to the streets where crowds 
were gathering for the festival, led by Peter they began to tell them about Jesus 
and His resurrection. As they did so, although many of the people in the crowd 
were foreigners who spoke other languages, everyone heard them in their own 
tongue. Peter told them that what they were seeing was the fulfilment of an 
old prophecy when God would pour out His Spirit on the human race, men and 
women, young and old.  
 
As a result of His words and the extraordinary spectacle, 3000 people believed 
and were baptised in the name of Jesus. They were the nucleus of what in 100 
years would be a Church that would turn history upside down. For Christians 
Pentecost is in effect the birthday of the Church.  
 
Many people find the whole idea of the Holy Spirit mysterious and elusive.        
It wasn’t helped by the earlier title ‘Holy Ghost’. The spirit is not spiritually                        
a ‘ghost’ but a precious gift. 
 

       
                      By Canon David Winter 

 

 

HOLY DAYS 
 

24th June 
John the Baptist, preparing the way for the Messiah 

 

John the Baptist is famous for baptising Jesus, and for losing his head to a                  
woman. He was born to Zechariah, a Temple priest, and Elizabeth, who was                    
a cousin of Mary, the mother of Jesus. John was born when his mother was                   
advanced in years, and after the foretelling of his birth and the choice of his 
name by an angel, we hear nothing more of him until he began his mission of 
preaching and baptising in the river Jordan. 
 
John was a lot like an Old Testament prophet: he lived simply on locusts                        
and honey in the wilderness, and his message was one of repentance and                   
preparation for the coming of the Messiah and His Kingdom. He went on to  
baptise Jesus, at Jesus’ firm request.  When John went on to denounce the                           
incestuous union of Herod Antipas with his niece and brother’s wife, Herodias, 
he was imprisoned and eventually beheaded at the demand of Salome,                              
Herodias’ daughter. 
 
John is the only saint to be remembered three times in the Christian calendar,  
in commemoration of his conception, his birth (June 24), and his martyrdom. 
When John saw Jesus he said that Jesus was the “Lamb of God”, and he is the 
only person to use this expression of Jesus. In art John is often depicted carrying 
a lamb, or with a lamb near him. 
 



 

 

The Rectory, St James the Least of All 
 

Beware all donations! 
 

My dear Nephew Darren 
 

This has been an unusual month: we have moved from hysterical excitement to 
deep disappointment within the space of days. 
 

For many years, our vestry has displayed an oil painting generously donated by   
the Dowager Duchess of Stansby – given to us, I suspect, because her son, the 
tenth Duke, would not allow it in his house. It was supposed to depict Daniel in   
the lions’ den, although I always thought it looked more like a prospective adopter 
visiting a dog rescue centre. The Dowager was less than pleased when it wasn’t 
made the centrepiece in the sanctuary, but we managed to persuade her that her 
exceptional work of art would be safer from theft if locked away. 
 

Then - our cleaner happened to knock it off the wall. If it had landed in her bucket 
of disinfectant and been totally destroyed, it would have been a sadness I suspect                  
I could have learned to bear. But something more interesting happened. Some of 
the Dowager’s oil was chipped off – to reveal a painting underneath of what looked 
like a cherub. 
 

The cleaner told the churchwarden, who instructed her not to tell anyone about 
the find. This inevitably meant that, within the hour, the entire parish knew of the 
discovery of what had already been transformed into a priceless pre-Raphaelite 
treasure. Our churchwarden has yet to learn the fact that if you tell someone 
something in complete confidence, they assume it means they can only tell one 
other person at a time. 
 

By evening, mutually opposed camps had already formed. Miss Timmins wanted 
the treasure to be placed in a side chapel, as a shrine, preferably with candles                   
permanently burning beside it. She envisaged St James the Least of All becoming                
a place of pilgrimage, and that this yet-to-be revealed cherub may work miracles  
of healing. She was already asking for opinions about where the car park should                 
be built to cater for the thousands of tourists who would soon be flocking here. 
Another group wanted to sell it as soon as possible and use the money to repair 
our church tower. A third group insisted the fortune it would raise be given to                  
African missionaries. Meanwhile, the tenth Duke was consulting his solicitors to  
see how he might get the canvas back to his castle. 
 

We compromised by getting the thing X-rayed, to see what work of art lay                         
underneath. It turned out to be by a local artist who had painted an advert for               

 

 

the village pharmacist to sell his own brand of gripe water.  
 

Shrines, towers and good deeds were quietly forgotten and the last we heard of 
the tenth Duke was that he was consulting a second set of solicitors to see if he 
can get out of paying the first set for the work that they had done to retrieve the 
painting. 
 

Your loving uncle, 
 

Eustace 

Don’t fool me 
 

A three-year-old put his shoes on by himself. His mother noticed the 
left was on the right foot. She said, "Sam, your shoes are on the wrong 
feet."  
 

He looked up at her and said, "Don't kid me, Mum, I KNOW they're my 
feet." 
 

** 

Stairs 
 

As you get older, you've got to stay positive. For example, the other 
day I fell down the stairs. Instead of getting upset, I just thought, 
"Wow, that's the fastest I've moved in years." 
 

** 
Fishing 
 

A young father was taking care of his baby daughter while his wife 
went to town shopping. He decided to go fishing and he had to take 
the toddler along.  
‘I'll never take her along with me again!’ he told his wife that evening. 
‘I didn't catch a thing!’  
‘Oh, next time I'm sure she'll be quiet and not scare the fish away,’ his 
wife said.  
The father said gloomily. ‘No, it wasn't that. She ate all the bait.’ 
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All in the month of May 

 
 

It was: 
 

250 years ago, on 22nd June 1772 that the Court of King’s Bench ruled 
that slavery was illegal in England and Wales. But it remained legal in 
British Overseas Territories and colonies until 1833. 
 

100 years ago, on 10th June 1922 that Judy Garland, American actress 
and singer, was born.  Best known for her films The Wizard of Oz and 
Meet Me in St Louis. Died 1969. 
 

Also 100 years ago, from 28th June 1922 to 24th May 1923, that the Irish 
Civil War took place. Led to Pro-Treaty leading to confirmation of the 
Irish Free State. 
 

80 years ago, from 4th– 7th June 1942 that the Battle of Midway took 
place. The USA defeated Japan in the most important naval battle of                
the Pacific Campaign. 
 

75 years ago, on 5th June 1947 that the Marshall Plan was proposed. US 
Secretary of State George C Marshall offered a self-help programme to 
Europe that would enable countries to rebuild democratic societies and 
resist communism after WWII. 
 

65 years ago, on 1st June 1957 that the first premium bond prize draw 
took place in Britain. 
 

Also 65 years ago, on 27th June 1957 that Britain’s Medical Research 
Council reported that there was a cause-and-effect relationship between 
smoking and lung cancer. 
 

50 years ago, on 17th June 1972 that the Watergate Scandal began                    
when five men were arrested for breaking into the Democratic National 
Committee headquarters at the Watergate complex in Washington DC. 
 

40 years ago, on 14th June 1982 that the Falklands War ended. Argentine 
forces surrendered to the British in Port Stanley and a ceasefire was 
agreed. Argentine president Leopold Galtieri resigned on 17th June. 
 

 

 

Also 40 years ago, on 21st June 1982 that Prince William of Wales was 
born. Son of Charles and Diana, he is second-in-line to the British throne. 
 

25 years ago, on 12th June 1997 that Shakespeare’s Globe Theatre 
opened in London. It is a reconstruction of the original theatre of 1599. 
 

Also 25 years ago, on 26th June 1997 that J K Rowling’s first Harry Potter 
novel, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone was published in the UK.   
 

15 years ago, on 27th June 2007 that Gordon Brown became British  
Prime Minister. 
 

Also 15 years ago, on 29th June 2007, that Apple released the first                       
iPhone. 
 

10 years ago, on 19th June 2012 that the founder of Wikileaks, Julian 
Assange, sought political asylum in the Ecuadorian Embassy in London,  
to avoid extradition to the USA after publishing classified documents.                
He remained in the embassy for seven years, until he was arrested and 
imprisoned. 
 

Also 10 years ago, on 24th June 2012, that Lonesome George, the                      
male Pinta Island tortoise died.  The last-known member of his species, 
Lonesome George serves as an important symbol for conservation efforts 
around the world, and particularly in the Galapagos Islands. 



 

 

Fathers’ Day 19th June 
A time to celebrate male role models 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

In the UK, USA and Canada, the third Sunday in June is Father's Day.                                  
It’s usually a good time for sons and daughters to take their father to his                     
favourite restaurant, or to watch a favoured sport, or whatever else he                    
enjoys doing.    
 

How do these special days ever get started, anyway?                                                    
Well, Father’s Day began because way back in 1909 there was a woman in 
Spokane, Washington, named Sonora Louise Smart Dodd. That year she heard 
a church sermon about the merits of setting aside a day to honour one's 
mother. Mother's Day was just beginning to gather widespread attention in 
the United States at this time. But Sonora Louise Smart Dodd knew that it was 
her father who had selflessly raised herself and her five siblings by himself 
after their mother had died in childbirth. So the sermon on mothers gave  
Sonora Louise the idea to petition for a day to honour fathers, and in                             
particular, her own father, William Jackson Smart. 
 

Sonora Louise soon set about planning the first Father's Day celebration in 
Spokane in 1910. With support from the Spokane Ministerial Association and 
the YMCA, her efforts paid off, and a ‘Father’s Day’ was appointed. Sonora 
Louise had wanted Father’s Day to be on the first Sunday in June (since that 
was her father's birthday), but the city council didn't have time to approve it 
until later in the month. And so on June 19th, 1910, the first Father's Day was 
celebrated in Spokane.  
 

Gradually, other people in other cities caught on and started celebrating their 
fathers, too. The rose was selected as the official Father's Day flower. Some 
people began to wear a white rose to honour a father who was dead, and a 
red one to honour a father who was living. Finally, in 1972, President Richard 
Nixon signed a presidential proclamation declaring the third Sunday of June 
as Father's Day - a permanent, national holiday.  

 

 

David Pickup, a solicitor, considers the noise of the ice cream 
van… 
 

Ice cream van chimes 
 
When the doors to the street are closed and … when people 
rise up at the sound… Ecclesiastes 12:4 
 

We are not afraid to tackle big issues here! Imagine you are at home and                  
are just about to sit down and read your church magazine. You are then                
interrupted by the shrill chimes of an ice cream van, which brings back                 
memories of long hot days rounded off with an ice cream treat. The                                
industry is generally very good, but what do you do in the rare occasions 
there is a problem?  
 

Firstly, there are strict rules about playing music by loudspeakers, whether 
you are selling ice cream or fish and chips. Greensleeves is supposedly the 
most popular tune used on ice cream van chimes. The Control of Pollution 
Act, 1974 states that the music must not be played after 7pm, or before              
midday, or if they are sounded at any time as to cause an annoyance.  
 

There is a Code of Practice on Noise from Ice-Cream Van Chimes etc                          
which was last changed in 2013 when the time allowed to play a jingle was 
extended from four to 12 seconds. I must admit that that one had passed me 
by! It was quite significant though, as it was the first change in over 30 years.  
 

Local authorities can, and sometimes do, take action. Last summer an                            
ice-cream van operator was banned from selling ice cream on an East Suffolk 
street over a complaint that the van had played its chimes for as long as 20  
to 35 seconds while being stationary, contrary to the Code of Practice.  
 

The chimes should be played once only on the approach to each stopping 
place and only once when the van is stationary, and never at intervals of less 
than two minutes. There are more rules that they should not be played more 
often than once every two hours in a particular length of street and not 
played when in sight of another ice cream van. They should not be played 
within 50 metres of any hospital; school during school hours; or a place of 
worship on a Sunday or other recognised day of worship. 
 
Thankfully, most of us probably have better things to do than to time our                   
ice cream van’s chimes! As always this is a light-hearted piece on a topic and 
always get professional advice.  



 

 

   

 
 

 
 
 

 

Melon or Fruit Juice 
 

*********** 
Gammon, roasties and mixed veg 

Quiche and salad 
Jacket potato and salad 

 

*********** 
Dessert 

 Tea/Coffee 
 

*********** 
£6.00 

 

Owing to holidays the next Light Lunch: 
July 21st 

 

Light lunch 
 

Thursday 

June  

30th 

Menu 

Light Lunch  
At St James 

 

12 noon to 2pm.  
Last orders 1.15pm 

 

Come along and share some                                                    
great homemade cooking! 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
Saturday July 9th                            Coffee Morning                                                              
                                                           10.30 - 12 noon 
 
Saturday July 23rd                          Elysian Singers 
                                                           7pm 
                                                           £6 including refreshments 
 
 

St James Church 
 

Social Events for 2022 

 

All St James’ Church social activities are detailed on  
the notice boards, both inside and outside of church. 

Saturday June 11th                          
Summer Fair 

                                                          

  1.30pm - 4pm 
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Hire a book !!! 
 

A true story 
 

13 ladies, and a 37,000 thousand dollar                                    
diamond necklace.  

 

Each in turn to own it for one month to go                                
any where in it. How will it work? 

Each one tells of their amazing journey. Opens all 
sorts of questions (mainly about themselves)                       

New firm friendships are formed, for many this                        
experience was life changing a remarkable story,                   

not about the diamonds but how each and                               
everyone changed the lives of others. 

 

You can read it for yourselves.                                                   
Hire it for £2 pounds, maximum for two weeks,                       

then I will pass it on to the next person. 
I will deliver to you (only Crigg area)                                        

then collect it to pass on. 
 

Fill in your details on sheet at back of church                            
or contact Irene details below. 

 

Please support my new venture and help                                   
to make money for Church. 

 
Irene Wainwright.    01924 240036 

 

 

     ST JAMES’ SUMMER FAIR 
 

St James’ Church                                   
 June 11th 2022 

 

1.30pm - 4.00pm 
 

Stalls will include: 
Raffle 

Children and adult lucky bags 
Cakes 
Books 
Gifts 

Hot-dogs 
Wellie Wanging will be  on the village green 

 
Plus lots more for all ages! 

 

Please come along and support us as all profits                       
will go to St James’ Church. 

 

Thank you 
The Social Committee 



 

 

The Parish Church of St. James’ the 

Great, Chapelthorpe   
are delighted to welcome back… 

 

THE ELYSIAN SINGERS 
 

Conducted by Musical Director - Jonathan Power 
 

AND FEATURING SPECIAL GUEST CHOIR 

‘MANY VOICES’ 
Conducted by Geraldine Gaunt 

 

 

Saturday 23rd July at 7:00pm 
 

Tickets - adult £6.00  
Children under 14 - £3.00 

Includes light refreshments 
 

“For all good music-lovers, 
this is a concert not to be missed!” 

 
Please do come along and bring your friends. 

We look forward to welcoming you. 

 
Tickets can be purchased on the evening or in advance 

 from church by contacting churchwarden,                            
Richard York on 01924 253148 

In concert at St. James’ Church 

 

 

 

sudoku 

May Puzzle Answers 



 

 

 

WORDSEARCH FOR JUNE 
 

This year Her Majesty The Queen became the first British Monarch 
to celebrate a Platinum Jubilee marking 70 years of service to the 
people of the United Kingdom, the Realms and the Commonwealth.  
 
Celebrations will include The Queen’s Birthday Parade (Trooping 
the Colour) on 2nd June when more than 1,400 parading soldiers, 
200 horses and 400 musicians will come together. Beginning at 
Buckingham Palace, the Parade will move down The Mall to Horse 
Guard's Parade, joined by Members of the Royal Family on horse-
back and in carriages. The Parade will close with the traditional RAF 
fly-past, watched by The Queen and Members of the Royal Family 
from the Buckingham Palace balcony. 
 
Platinum Jubilee Beacons: The United Kingdom’s long tradition of 
celebrating Royal Jubilees, Weddings and Coronations with the 
lighting of beacons will also continue. Over 1,500 beacons will be lit 
throughout the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man and UK 
Overseas Territories. 

 

Deadline date for inclusion in the next edition of                    
Parish Link is:   

 

June 15th 2022 
 

Editors: Dawn & Kenneth Poucher 
 

Any contributions can be forwarded to Rev. Kevin Greaves, 
David Wainwright, Keith Wainwright or Margaret Poucher. 
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Our Favourite Hymns 
  

 Bishop John writes about 

THE DAY THOU GAVEST 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This hymn was written by the Reverend John Ellerton.  He became                 
Vicar of Crewe in Cheshire in 1860.   At that time Crewe was                             
developing from a small rural village into the site of the biggest                      
railway junction in England.    On a site just outside the village, over 
400 workers – mostly from Ireland and called “navvies” - were housed 
in tents and barns while they built the railway.  John Ellerton thought 
that as they were living in his parish - and there was no catholic priest 
in Crewe at the time - he would do some pastoral work among them.  
He visited them every evening when they had finished work and were 
sitting round their camp fires.   He soon learned that most of them 
could not read or write, so he began composing hymns for them to 
learn by heart.  Understandably most of the hymns he wrote were 
evening ones.  And the most famous of them all was “The Day thou 
gavest, Lord, is ended”. 

 
The hymn owes its popularity to the fact that Queen Victoria chose it 
for the service in Westminster Abbey to mark her Diamond Jubilee in 
1897.   Soon every church in England was singing it with gusto to a 
much-loved tune by Clement Scholefield still in use today. 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
This hymn is not just about evenings, despite its opening line.  It is                     
also about the mission of the world-wide church. This is why Queen 
Victoria loved it so much because it matched her regard for the British 
Empire. 
 

As o'er each continent and island the dawn leads on another day 
the voice of prayer is never silent nor died the strain of praise away. 
The sun that bids us rest in waking our brethren neath the western                  
sky and hour by hour fresh lips are making thy wondrous doings heard 
on high. 
 
What a powerful statement of our faith !  Nowadays Christianity and 
church-going is declining in England but in much of the rest of the 
world it is growing.  We should remember that as we sing the last 
verse of Ellerton' s hymn 
 

So be it, Lord, thy throne shall never like earth's proud empires pass 
away thy kingdom stands and grows for ever till all thy creatures own 
thy sway 
 
I have sung this hymn at sunset in many different settings :  on the 
plains of East Africa as elephants roamed pass below us:  on a hill-top 
village in Umbria:  at Blackpool and Scarborough on Beach Missions:  
and countless times at Evensong in all the churches I have ministered 
in. It is always emotional, powerful and re-assuring. 
 
 
+John 



 

 

 
 
 
 
Twenty-five years ago, on 26th June 1997, J K Rowling’s first Harry 
Potter novel, Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone, was published 
in the UK.  
 
It received massive acclaim, and another six best-selling books and 
eight hugely successful films followed. The books have been translated 
into over 80 languages, and have sold more than 500 million copies 
worldwide. Spin-off books and films have followed, and the author also 
publishes crime novels under a pen name. 
 
Death and the struggle between good and evil are the central themes 
of the Harry Potter series, and it has provoked much religious debate, 
centring mainly on claims by some that the books contain occult and 
Satanic sub-texts. Defenders of the books say that the magic in the 
Harry Potter series is more akin to fairy tales and to The Lord of the 
Rings and Narnia.  
 
Supporters argue that the whole story can be viewed as essentially 
Christian in character, particularly the last volume, Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows, in which the hero dies and comes back to life to save 
mankind. Elsewhere themes of courage, love and the temptations of 
power are central. 
 
Its author – born Joanne Rowling in 1965 – has  
described herself as a Christian and attended a 
Church of Scotland congregation while writing  
Harry Potter. Her daughter Jessica was baptised 
there. More recently she has been reluctant to  
talk “too deeply” about her beliefs.  
 

Tim Lenton 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

USEFUL CONTACTS 
City of Wakefield Metropolitan District Council 

 
 
 

 
Email Address: es-contactcentre@wakefield.gov.uk  
 

Environmental Services (24 Hrs) - 0345 8 506 506 
Abandoned vehicles, Air Pollution, Anti-Social Behaviour, Blocked Drains, Bulky Refuse, 
Car Parking, Cesspools, Cleansing, Clinical Waste, Dead Animal  
Collection, Dog Fouling, Fallen Trees/Branches,  Floods, Food & Hygiene, Fly Tipping, 
Graffiti, Grass left after Cutting, Highways Maintenance, Hypodermic Needles Disposal, 
Ice on Footpaths, Leisure Enquiries, Litter, Noise, Noxious waste, Overflowing Litter 
bins, Overhanging Vegetation, Pest Control, Potholes, Recycling, Refuse Collection,  
Septic Tanks Skip Hire, Snow Clearance, Spilled Refuse, Street Cleaning, Traffic Matters,   
Traffic Signals, Weeds Overgrown. 
 

Social Care Direct (24 Hrs) - 0345 8 503 503 
Adult Services, Advice, Assessment of need, Bus Passes *Disabled), Children’s Services, 
Community Meals Service, Fostering, Guidance, Help with Adoption, HIV/Aids, Home 
Care 
 

Wakefield District Housing (24 Hrs) - 0845 8 507 507 
For all housing enquiries including: Allocations, Arrears, Lettings, Repairs,  
Tenancy Issues 
 

Citizens Advice......................................0844 499 4138 
Council tax & Housing Benefits...........0345 8 504 504 
Gas Emergency......................................0800 111 999 
Floodline.................................................0345 988 1188 
NHS (24 hr non emergency)..................111 
Metro Access Bus..................................0113 348 1903 
Police (non emergency number)..........101 
Street Lighting Faults............................0800 783 1654 

Switchboard     01924  306 090 
Typetalk             18001 08458  506  506 


